
Duval County School District Joins in Suit Against New State Education Law 

On August 28th, the Duval County School Board voted 4-to-2 to join at least 10 other Florida districts in suing to 
block a new state education law. The 279-page law, passed as House Bill 7069 in a flurry of end-of-term maneu-
vering between Senate and House leaders and signed by Governor Scott against widespread opposition, went into 
effect July 1. The law is best known for its “Schools of Hope” provision, which speeds up the closures of failing 
neighborhood schools while financially incentivizing charter schools to open in those areas. The expansive law 
also requires that school districts share their capital expenses tax revenue with charters for the latter’s building and 
maintenance projects. 

Duval will join Bay, Lee, Palm Beach, Volusia, Broward, Miami-Dade, Polk, Hamilton, Orange and St. Lucie 
counties in arguing the law is unconstitutional.  

Board members Wright, Becki Couch, Lori Hershey and Warren Jones voted in favor of suing. Ashley Smith Jua-
rez and Scott Shine voted against it.  Cheryl Grymes was absent.  

Further, a number of state Senators are contemplating separate lawsuits that challenge the law on the grounds that 
it was pushed through the Senate in breach of numerous Senate rules. 
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Michigan Gambled on Charter Schools.  

Its Children Lost 

Many decades ago, Henry Ford was reluctant to 
pay Detroit City taxes or to have the children of 
his executives attend Detroit’s schools so he 
helped to create a small school district called 
Highland Park (which is surrounded on all sides 
by the Detroit Public School District). Now 
struggling with many of the same problems as 
its larger neighboring district, the state chose to 
“charterize” the entire highland Park district and 
in doing so, “void the teacher’s union contract, 
fire all employees and turn over control of the 
schools to a private, for-profit charter operator.” As The New York Times Magazine ar-
ticle points out, the district has since been rife with corruption, cheating, poor student 
performance, and virtually no accountability.  
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http://news.wjct.org/post/duval-school-district-urging-gov-scott-veto-devastating-education-bill
http://news.wjct.org/post/gov-scott-signs-controversial-education-bill-legislation-helps-all-students
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/05/magazine/michigan-gambled-on-charter-schools-its-children-lost.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/05/magazine/michigan-gambled-on-charter-schools-its-children-lost.html


The Intentional Re-segregation  

of Southern K-12 Schools 

The New York Times Magazine recently pub-
lished an expose of a concerted movement 
across southern states to re-segregate public 
schools based upon a common provision within 
many state constitutions. “The Resegregation 
of Jefferson County” shows how numerous 
southern communities have been taking ad-
vantage of provisions within their state consti-
tutions that allow groups of people (generally 
5,000 people or more) to establish new school 
districts even where school districts already ex-
ist. In the case of Jefferson County Alabama, 
members of a neighborhood engaged in a con-
tentious and nasty fight to create their own 
highly segregated school district after having 
earlier successfully petitioned the extant school 
district to create a new and expensive high 
school in their neighborhood—a school that 
would be part of their new district.   

This process is not limited to a few southern 
states and seems to be gaining ground in many 
communities. Says the article, “The process of 
breaking off is known as secession, and school 
secessions have become fairly common. Laws 
in 30 states explicitly allow communities to 
form their own public-school systems, and 
since 2000, at least 71 communities across the 
country, most of them white and wealthy, have 
sought to break away from their public-school 
districts to form smaller, more exclusive ones, 
according to a recent study released by 
EdBuild, a nonpartisan organization focused on 
improving the way states fund public educa-
tion.” 

 

FEA Files Federal Challenge to 

Florida’s “Best and Brightest” 

Teacher Bonus Program 

The Florida Education Association, 
the parent organization of the Duval 
Teachers Union and the United Fac-
ulty of Florida, recently filed a fed-
eral lawsuit challenging Florida’s 
“best and brightest” funding 
scheme.  

The best and brightest program re-
wards current teachers based upon 
their past scores on the Scholastic 
Assessment Test (SAT) or the Amer-
ican College Testing (ACT). The 
law’s sponsors argued that teacher 
quality may be determined in large 
measure by scores on scholastic ap-
titude tests that the individual takes 
prior to entering college. The meas-
ure does not account for college 
GPA, program of study, or for K-12 
classroom performance or school 
contexts. 

In its suit, the FEA argues that the 
funding scheme is not a fair way of 
assessing a teacher’s performance or 
abilities, that it is not a permanent 
part of a teacher’s salary (and would 
not count toward retirement bene-
fits), and that the program would 
drive wedges between comparable 
teachers in the same schools.  
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While Avoiding Typical Schools, Education Secretary 
DeVos Touts Florida’s Leadership in School Choice  

In her visit to Florida’s schools, Nancy DeVos praised Florida as “an 
innovator in approaching education and meeting the needs of students” 
while deflecting questions about whether she was observing a typical 
student experience. 

“I think they’re [a private school and FSU’s lab school] examples of 
what a lot of schools should aspire to be and look for opportunities to 
become more innovative,” DeVos said. “I think we need to recognize 
the fact that far too many schools have been stuck in a mode that is ba-
sically approaching things that have been done very similarly to 100 
years ago, and the world today is much different.” 

Read more from The Miami Herald on DeVos’s visit.  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article170089782.html


 

Conservative Students and National Conservative Groups Attack Professor for 
Teaching about White Privilege. 

Fox News, The New York Post, The College Fix, The Root, The 
Blaze and myriad other outlets are highlighting a story about a 
Sociology Professor who conducted an optional class activity 
on white privilege. Dr. Dale Elliott, a gave students an extra 
credit assignment that included questions adapted from those in 
Peggy McIntosh’s seminal piece “White Privilege: Unpacking 
the Invisible Knapsack (1990). Students were to try to answer 
questions based upon McIntosh’s piece and identify when and 
how they might have benefitted from or been harmed by white 
privilege.  

Brandon Jones, President of the San Diego State Univer-
sity College Republicans, complained about the white 
privilege activity to The College Fix—an outlet that 
brands itself as “Your Daily Dose of RIGHT-Minded 
News and Commentary from Across the Nation.” Said 
Mr. Jones, “This is another attempt by the left, and Pro-

fessor Elliot, to divide America…The left’s political goal is to ensure that minori-
ties in America perpetuate that their primary problem is white racism. This only 
furthers the portrayal of minorities in America as victims and does nothing to help 
contribute to their advancement in society.” 

Professor Elliott responded to inquiries with the following statement: “Only 
through processes that allow us to share intersubjectively, weigh all of our perspec-
tives according to amount of shareable empirical evidence can we approximate an 
objective understanding of our society. In a society that values fairness, our injus-
tices that are institutionalized are often made invisible.” 

  San Diego State University has yet to comment. 
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Call for Content: 

As with the CUEP, we would like our Legislative and Policy Update to evolve in order to 

best inform our colleagues, students, and community. Please let us know if you have 

suggestions, comments, questions, or ideas for new content. We will do our best to honor 

your input! 


